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ADAPTATION

- Adaptation is acceptable where the conservation of the
place cannot otherwise be achieved, and where the adaptation
does not substantially detract from its cultural
significance. (Burra)

- Adaptation must be limited to that which is essential to a
use for the place. (Burra)

- Fabric of cultural significance unavoidably removed in the
process of adaptation must be kept safely to enable its
future reinstatement. (Burra)

ADDITIONS

- New volumes, materials and finishes may be required to
satisfy new uses or requirements. They should echo
contemporary ideas but respect and enhance the spirit of the
original. (Appleton)

- Contemporary design for alterations and additions to
existing properties shall not be discouraged when such
alterations and additions do not destroy significant
historical, architectural, or cultural material, and when
such design is compatible with the size, scale, colour,
material, and character of the property, neighbourhood or
environment. (Ontario) (US)

- Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to
buildings shall be done in such a manner that if such
additions or alterations were to be removed in the future,
the essential form and integrity of the building would be
unimpaired. (Ontario) (US)



ARCHAEQLOGY

- Excavations should be carried out in accordance with
scientific standards and the recommendations defining
international principles to be applied in the case of
archaeological excavation adopted by UNESCO in 1956.

Ruins must be maintained and measures necessary for the
permanent conservation and protection of architectural
features and of objects discovered must be taken.
Furthermore, every jneans must be taken to facilitate the
understanding of the monument and to reveal it without ever
distorting its meaning.

All reconstruction work should however be ruled out a
priori. Only anastylosis, that is to say, the re-assembling
of existing but dismembered parts can be permitted. The
material used for integration should always be recognisable
and its use should be the least that will ensure the
conservation of a monument and the reinstatement of its form.
(Venice)

- Archaeological analysis of all ground where new
construction is planned is absolutely essential, to uncover
the earlier remains of construction and habitation and, where
necessary, to examine the possibilities of conservation in
situ. (Deschambaxilt)

- Ev^ry reasonable effort sjhall be made to protect and
preserve archaeological resources affected by or adjacent to
the project. (Ontario) (US)

ARTEFACTUAL VALUE

- Sites of the highest cultural significance are to be
considered primarily as artifacts, demanding protection as
fragile and complex historical monuments. (Appleton)

AUTHENTICITY

- All buildings and sites shall be recognized as products of
their own time. Alterations having no historical basis that
seek to blur the distinction between the historic and new
portions of the project shall be discouraged. (Ontario) (US)

CLEANING

- The surface cleaning of buildings shall be undertaken only
with the gentlest means possible. Sandblasting and other



cleaning methods that needlessly erode or damage the historic
fabric of the building shall not be undertaken. (Ontario)

CONSERVATION

• It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they
be maintained on a permanent basis. (Venice)

- The conservation of a monument implies preserving a setting
which is not out of scale. Wherever the traditional setting
exists, it must be kept. No new construction, demolition or
modification which would alter the relations of mass and
colour must be allowed. (Venice)

- A monument is inseparable from the histpry to which it
bears witness and from the setting in which it occurs. The
moving of all or part of a monument cannot be allowed except
where the safeguarding of that monument demands it or where
it is justified by national or international interests of
paramount importance. (Venice)

- Items of sculpture, painting or decoration which form an
integral part of a monument may only be removed from it if
this is the sole means of ensuring their preservation.
(Venice)

- The aim of conservation is to retain or recover the
cultural significance of a place and must include provision
for its security, its maintenance and its future.
Conservation should not be undertaken unless adeguate
resources are available to ensure that the fabric is not left
in a vulnerable state and that the cultural significance of
the place is not impaired. However, it must be emphasized
that the best conservation often involves the least work and
can be inexpensive. (Burra)

- Conservation is based on a respect for the existing fabric
and should involve the least possible physical intervention.
It should not distort the evidence provided by the fabric.
The traces of additions, alterations and earlier treatments
on the fabric of a place are evidence of its history and
uses. Conservation action should tend to assist rather than
to impede their interpretation.(Burra)

• Conservation of a place should take into consideration all
aspects of its cultural significance without unwarranted
emphasis on any one at the expense of others. (Burra)



- The conservation policy appropriate to a place must first
be determined by an understanding of its cultural
significance and its physical condition. (Burra)

- The conservation policy will determine which uses are
compatible (Burra)

• A written statement of conservation policy must be
professionally prepared setting out the cultural
significance, physical condition and proposed conservation
proce-ss together with justification and supporting evidence,
including photographs, drawings and all appropriate samples.
(Burra)

• The organisation and individuals responsible for policy
decisions must be named and specific responsibility taken for
each such decision. (Burra)

• Appropriate professional direction and supervision must be
maintained at all stages of the work and a log kept for new
evidence and additional decisions recorded. (Burra)

CULTURAL TOURISM

(cf Icomos Cultural Tourism Charter)

DOCUMENTATION

- The better a resource is understood and interpreted, the
better it will be protected and enhanced.

In order to properly understand and interpret aN site, there
must be a comprehensive investigation of all those gualities
which invest a structure with significance.

This activity must precede activity at the site.

Work on site must i-tself be documented and recorded.
(Appleton)

Knowledge of the national heritage is an essential
prerequisite for its preservation.

All the appropriate means for acquiring this knowledge must
be provided. In particular, we must have up-to-date
inventories, and the specialized expertise that is required
before any action can be taken. (Deschambault)

- The development of cultural properties should be followed



up by the dissemination of that practical knowledge that is
required for passing on these properties to future
generations and ensuring their permanent protection.
(Deschambault)

• The existing state of the building and site shall be
recorded before a project is undertaken, and changes made in
the course of a project shall be properly documented in
relation to that record. (Ontario)

- Work on a place must be preceded by professionally prepared
studies of the physical, documentary and other evidence, and
the existing fabric recorded before any disturbance of the
place. (Burra)

• Study of a place by any disturbance of the fabric or by
archaeological excavation should foe undertaken where
necessary to provide data essential for decisions on the
conservation of the place and or to secure evidence about to
be lost or made inaccessible through necessary conservation
or other unavoidable action. Investigation of a place for
any other reason which requires physical disturbance and
which adds substantially to a scientific body of knowledge
may be permitted, provided that it is consistent with the
conservation policy for the place. (Burra)

- The records required by the project should be placed in a
permanent archive and made publicly available. (Burra)

EDUCATION

• Our educational institutions must promote the idea that
everyone has to take responsibility for preserving the
national heritage. (Deschambault)

• The educational system must ensure that traditions are
passed on, and thereby encourage the training of artisans,
technicians and professionals who will be able to work to
safeguard our heritage. (Deschambault)

• Other educational authorities (the family, newspapers and
magazines, radio and TV, etc.) must also do their part in
furthering heritage education. In particular, heritage
practitioners and specialists must make a point of
participating in efforts to increase awareness, through the
communicaition of their knowledge to the general public.
(Deschambault)

ENVIRONMENT

- Systems of insulation, environmental control, and other



servicing should be upgraded in ways which respect the
existing and traditional equilibria and do not set in motion
processes of deterioration. (Appleton)

- Conservation requires the maintenance of an appropriate
visual setting e.g. form, scale, colour, texture and
materials. No new construction, demolition or modificaton
which would adversely affect the settings should be allowed.
Environmental intrusions which adversely affect appreciation
or enjoyment of the place should be excluded. (Burra)

HISTORIC GARDENS

In any work of maintenance, conservation, restoration or
.reconstruction of a historic garden, or of any part of it,
all the elements composing it must be dealt with
simultaneously. to isolate the various operations would be
to damage the unity of the whole. (Florence)

- Maintenance, in the case of historic gardens is an
operation of paramount importance which must necessarily be
continuous. Since the principal material consists in the
plants, the preservation of the garden in an unchanged
condition will involve both individual replacements whenever
required and a long-term programme of periodic renewal
(complete felling followed by replanting with sufficiently
mature specimens).

Those species of trees, shrubs, plants and flowers which
are to be periodically replanted must be selected in the
light of established and recognized practice in each
botanical and horticultural area, the aim being to determine
the species initially grown and to preserve them. (Florence)

- The permanent or movable architectural, sculptural or
decorative features which form an integral part of this
historic garden must be removed or displaced only insofar as
this is essential for their conservation or restoration. The
replacement or restoration of any such works which are in
jeopardy must be effected in accordance with the principles
of the Venice Charter and the date of any complete
replacement must be indicated. (Florence)

- The historic garden must be preserved in surroundings that
are appropriate. Any alteration to the physical environment
which will endanger the ecological equilibrium must be
prohibited. these regulations are applicable to all aspects
of the infrastructure, whether internal or external (drainage
works, irrigation systems, roads, car parks, fences,
caretaking facilities, visitors amenities, etc.) (Florence)



- No restoration work and, above all, no reconstruction work
on a historic garden shall be undertaken without thorough
prior research which will ensure that such work is
scientifically performed and which will involve everything
from excavation to the assembling of records relating to the
garden in question and to similar gardens. Before any
practical work starts, a project must be prepared on the
basis of the said research and must be submitted to a group
of experts for joint examination and approval. (Florence)

• In restoration work due allowance must be made for the
successive stages in the evolution of the garden concerned.
In principle, no one period should be given precedence over
any other, unless in exceptional cases where the degree of
decay or destruction affecting certain parts of a garden may
be such that it is decided to reconstruct it on the basis of
the traces that survive or of uninpeachable documentary
evidence. Such reconstruction work might be undertaken more
particularly on the parts of the garden nearest to the
building it contains in order to bring out their significance
in the design. (Florence)

• Where a garden has completely disappeared or there exists
no more than conjectural evidence of its successive aspects,
there can be no question of seeking to reconstruct anything
in the nature of a historic garden.

A work inspired by traditional forms, laid out in such
circumstances on the site of a former garden, or a site where
none had ever existed, would belong merely to the realm of
reminiscence or of original creation and could in no case be
classed as a historic garden. (Florence)

- While any historic garden is degigned to be seen and walked
about in, access to it must be restricted to the extent
demanded by its size and vulnerability so that its physical
fabric and cultural message may be preserved. (Florence)

• By reason of its nature and purpose a historic garden is a
peaceful place conducive to human contacts, silence and the
turning of a sensitive ear to nature. This conception of its
everyday use must contrast with its role on those rare
occasions where it accommodates a festivity. Thus the
conditions of such occasional use of a historic garden should
be clearly determined, in order that any such festivity may
itself serve to enhance the visual effect of the garden
instead of perverting or damaging it. (Florence)

- Though gardens may be suitably able to accommodate quiet
games as a daily occurence, separate areas should also be
laid out side by side with historic gardens in which active



and lively games and sports may be practised, so that the
needs of the public may be satisfied in this respect without
prejudice to the conservation of the gardens and landscapes.
(Florence)

- The work of maintenance and conservation, the timing of
which is determined by season, and the brief operations which
serve to restore the garden's authenticity, must always take
precedence over the requirements of practical use. The
arrangements for any visiting of a historic garden must be
subject to regulations ensuring that the spirit of the place
is preserved. (Florence)

If a garden is walled, its walls may not be removed without
prior examination of all the possible consequences liable to
lead to changes in its atmosphere and to affect its
preservation. (Florence)

HISTORIC TOWNS

- The protection of historic towns and districts should be
part of a coherent policy of economic and social development
and of town planning as well. Protection must recognize the
diversities in settings, cultures and economic development in
the urban area, the region and the country concerned. (Eger)

- The protection of historic towns and districts must satisfy
the needs and aspirations of residents. It must not only
meet the demands of contemporary life, but also assure the
preservation of cultural and architectural values. (Eger)

The success of a protection plan depends on the
participation of the residents, which must begin as soon as
preliminary studies are undertaken and continue throughout
the protection process. (Eger)

• Districts must not be cut off from one another, and a
historic district must be linked to other districts by
visible integration and through a clear definition of its
role. (Eger)

- Wherever possible, local life styles should be preserved
and encouraged. New uses of space and new activities should
be compatible with those already existing, and the creation
of "museum" towns and districts destined only for tourists
must be avoided. the rights and aspirations of the
population must be respected, as its social and economic
activities often depend on the organization of the setting.
(Eger)

- In a historic town or district the following physical



features are to be preserved:

a) form and shape, including the distribution of
buildings, their height, mass and overall appearance, as
well as the general character of the streets and squares
and their layout, the rhythm of space and the
distribution of land parcels;

b) urban fabric, meaning the connections between
different districts and the road network;

c) the overall aspect of the town depending on the angle
from which it is viewed, the relationship of masses,
perspectives from within the town including breakaway
views;

d) the harmonious relationship between the buildings and
the natural setting which, together, from a single
landscape;

e) the specific quality of the historic town or district
as reflected in the contributions made by various
cultures to the architectural heritage of the ensemble;

f) works of symbolic value such as town halls, towers,
archaeological monuments, etc.;

g) fortifications (walls, ramparts, towers, bastions,
gates, etc. ) ;

h) connections with historic monument that are located
outside a historic town or district;

i) the other elements that lend the townscape its
specific character, such as construction materials,
colours, roofs and inner courts and all decorative
elements (statues, grilles, the pavement, street
furniture, etc.);

j) parks, gardens, green and open spaces, and bodies of
water or streams;

k) traditional institutions and centres that contribute
to cultural and social life, including universities,
places of worship, markets, shopping districts, public
promenades;

1) traditional crafts and business activities that are
basic to the community's cultural identity and daily
life. (Eger)



• Planning for the protection of historic towns and districts
must be a multidisciplinary effort involving a wide range of
professionals and specialists, including archaeologists, art
historians, architects, town planners, restorers,
photogrammeters, civil, structural, traffic and soil
mechanics engineers, jurists, sociologists, economists, etc.
(Eger)

- When a historic town or district is located within a larger
urban or metropolitain area, the plan for the historic area
should be integrated into town, metropolitain and regional
plans by determining the principal function and role of the
heritage and values to be protected. (Eger)

- The protection plan must clearly set forth the principle
line of action, but it must be flexible enough to allow for
changes in life styles and provision should be made for
periodic review of the plan. (Eger)

- Rehabilitation must aim at improving housing, sanitation
systems and necessary public utilities. It should aim at
increasing employment opportunities and promoting new
economic activities, as well as encouraging those traditional
activities compatible with the role and function of the area
and its values as determined beforehand. (Eger)

Wherever possible, demolition in historic towns or
districts must be avoided. If new buildings are necessary
their architecture should be harmonious with the historic
town or district's existing scale, character, buildings and
construction materials. they must also be compatible with
the town or quarter as originally conceived, and they should
add to the enhancement of the area. concern for harmony must
determine the choice of supports, cables, antennas and signs,
as well as street furniture and pavement. (Eger)

- If integration of new districts within historic towns or
districts is difficult to achieve, and if there is a risk
that new buildings are not compatible, consideration should
be given to the creation of transition zones, possibly
composed of green belts. (Eger)

- The road network must be located outside the area while
providing access to it. New roads must be compatible with
the townscape. Solutions must be imagined to resolve the
contradictory demands of traffic and the values to be
preserved. Pedestrian zone and public transport must be
favoured and parking facilities should be planned outside the
district or even the agglomeration. (Eger)

- Historic towns and districts must be protected against the
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pollution, noise, shocks and vibrations caused especially by
traffic. Preventive measures must be taken to protect the
ensembles against the consequences of natural disasters such
as earthquakes and floods. (Eger)

- Legislative or administrative measures must be enacted in
'order to provide the protection plan with the legal force
necessary for rapid and efficient action. An administrative
mechanism must be set up to assure financial support for the
protection plan. (Eger)

- The rehabilitation of a historic town or district must
satisfy present needs and aspirations and meet those of the
future, especially social demands. Social and economic
measures must be taken to encourage the residents to remain
in the town or district concerned. (Eger)

- The residents must be informed and their interest in the
protection process awakened so that their participation will
stimulate the efforts of public authorities. technical and
financial assistance must be available to encourage action on
the part of the residents and reduce the inconveniences of
the protection process. (Eger)

INTEGRITY

Structural and technological integrity must be respected
and will require attention to performance as well as to
appearance. (Appleton)

INTERDISCIPLINARITY

- Interdisciplinary teams must assess the cultural,
historical, natural social and aesthetic importance of our
heritage on the national, regional and local levels.
(Deschambault)

• Conservation should make use of all the disciplines which
can contribute to the study and safeguarding of a place.
(Burr a)

LEGISLATION

- Legislation affecting the national heritage must take
precedence over all other legislation. (Deschambault)

MAINTENANCE

• Protection of our national heritage must be ensured, in the
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first place, by ongoing maintenance. (Deschambault)

PRESERVATION

- Preservation is appropriate where the existing state of the
fabric itself constitutes evidence of specific cultural
significance, or where insufficient evidence is available to
allow other conservation processes to be carried out. (Burra)

- Preservation is limited to the protection, maintenance and
where necessary, the stabilization of the existing fabric but
without the distortion of its cultural significance. (Burra)

PROTECTION

- Respect for the existing fabric is fundamental to the
activities of protection and enhancement.

The process of protection and enhancement must recognize
all interests, and have recourse to all fields of expertise
which can contribute to the study and safeguarding of a
resource. (App'leton)

- Protection may involve stabilization; it must involve a
continuing program of maintenance. (Appleton)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

- The public has a legitimate right to participate in any
decision in regard to actions to preserve the national
heritage.

When the national heritage is affected by a particular
action, those responsible for that action must consult with
the citizens and inform them of the scope of that action.

Documents relating to such actions must be made available
to the public, and must be prepared in such a way that non-
specialists can understand them. Furthermore, those involved
in furthering these actions must develop adequate
consultation procedures in order to make note of the opinions
of the public. Such procedures will, in particular, include
public hearings, information sessions and exhibitions.
(Deschambault)

PUBLICATION

• In all works of preservation, restoration or excavation,
there should always be precise documentation in the form of
analytical and critical reports, illustrated with drawings
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and photographs.

Every stage of the work of clearing, consolidation,
rearrangement and integration, as well as technical and
formal features identified during the course of the work,
should be included. This record should be placed in the
archives of a public institution and made available to
research workers. It is recommended that the report should
be published. (Venice)

RECONSTRUCTION

- Reconstruction is appropriate where a place is incomplete
through damage or alteration and where it is necessajry for
its survival, or where it recovers the cultural significance
of the place as a whole. (Burra)

- Reconstruction is limited to the completion of a depleted
entity and should not constitute the majority of the fabric
of a place. (Burra)

RELOCATION

- Relocation and dismantling of an existing resource should
be employed only as a last resort, if protection cannot be
achieved by any other means. (Appleton)

- A building or work should remain in its historical
location. The moving of all or part of a building or work is
unacceptable unless this is the sole means of ensuring its
survival. (Burra)

- The removal of contents which form part of the cultural
significance of the place is unacceptable unless it is the
sole means of ensuring their security and preservation. Such
contents must be returned should changed circumstances make
this practicable. (Burra)

RESEARCH

• Building conservation projects shall be undertaken only on
the basis of a responsible and sufficient investigation of
the historical and architectural aspects of the existing
building and site. (Ontario)

RESTORATION

- The process of restoration is a highly specialized
operation. Its aim is to preserve and reveal the aesthetic
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and historic value of the monument and is based on respect
for original material and authentic documents. it must stop
at the point where conjecture begins, and in this case
moreover any extra work which is indispensable must be
distinct from the architectural composition and must bear a
contemporary stamp. The restoration in any case must be
preceded and followed by an archaeological and historical
study of the monument. (Venice)

- Activities which involve the recovery or recreation of
earlier forms must be limited to those forms which can be
achieved without conjecture. (Appleton)

- Where traditional techniques prove inadequate, the
consolidation of a monument can be achieved by the use of any
modern technique for conservation and construction, the
efficacy of which has been shown by scientific data and
proved by experience. (Venice)

- The valid contributions of all periods to the building of a
monument must be respected, since unity of style is not the
aim of a restoration. When a building includes the
superimposed work of different periods, the revealing of the
underlying state can only be justified in exceptional
circumstances and when what is removed is of little interest
and the material which is brought to light is of great
historical, archaeological or aesthetic value, and its state
of preservation good enough to justify the action.
Evaluation of the importance of the elements involved and the
decision as to what may be destroyed cannot rest solely on
the individual in charge of the work. (Venice)

- New work should be identifiable on close inspection or to
the trained eye, but should not impair the aesthetic
integrity or coherence of the whole. (Appleton)

- Materials and techniques should respect traditional
practice unless modern substitutes for which a firm
scientific basis exists, which have been supported by a body
of experience and which provide significant advantage can be
identified. (Appleton)

- Patina forms part of the historic integrity of a resource,
and its destruction should be allowed only when essential to
the protection of the fabric. 'Falsification of patina should
be avoided. (Appleton)

- Replacements of missing parts must integrate harmoniously
with the whole, but at the same time must be distinguishable
from the original so that restoration does not falsify the
artistic or historic evidence. (Venice)
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- Additions cannot be allowed except in so far as they do not
detract from the interesting parts of the building, its
traditional setting, the balance of its composition and its
relation with its surroundings. (Venice)

- Repair and construction activities shall be phased and
managed to protect and respect the historic fabric of the
building (Ontario)

- The distinguishing original qualities or character of a
building or site in its environment shall not be destroyed.
The removal or alteration of any historic material or
distinctive architectural features should be avoided whenever
possible. (Ontario) (US)

• Changes that may have taken place in the course of time are
evidence of the history and development of a building or site
and its environment. Whenever these changes have acquired
significance in their own right, they shall be recognized and
respected. (Ontario) (US)

- Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled
craftsmanship which characterize a building or site shall be
retained and respected. Additional work shall complement and
sympathetically enhance the distinctive historic features of
the building. (Ontario) (US)

• Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired
rather than replaced wherever possible. In the event
replacement is necessary, the selection of new materials
should be treated with sensitivity. (Ontario) (US)

• Restoration is appropriate only if there is sufficient
evidence of an earlier state of the fabric and only if
returning the fabric to that state recovers the cultural
significance of the place. (Burra)

- Restoration should reveal anew culturally significant
aspects of the place. It is based on respect for all the
physical, documentary and other evidence and stops at the
point where conjecture begins. (Burra)

- Restoration is limited to the reassembling of displaced
components or removal of accretions. (Burra)

• The contributions of all periods to the place must be
respected. If a place includes the fabric of different
periods, revealing the fabric of one period at the expense of
another can only be justified when what is removed is of
slight cultural significance and the fabric which is to be
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. revealed is of much greater cultural significance. (Burra)

REVERSIBILITY

- The use of reversible processes is always to be preferred
to allow the widest options for future development or the
correction of unforeseen problems, or where the integrity of
the resource could be affected. (Appleton)

- Any changes that are made must, at all times, be
reversible. (Deschambault)

SETTING

• Any element of the built environment is inseparable from
the history to which it bears witness, and from the setting
in which it occurs. Consequently, all interventions must
deal with the whole as well as with the parts. (Appleton)

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

- A property should be used for its originally intended
purpose. If this is not feasible, every reasonable effort
shall be made to provide a compatible use which requires
minimal alteration. Consideration of new use should begin
with respect for existing and original traditional patterns
of movement and layout. (Appleton)

- The conservation of monuments is always facilitated by
making use of them for some socially useful purpose. Such
use is therefore desirable but it must not change the lay-out
or decoration of the building. It is within these limits
only that modifications demanded by a change of function
should be envisaged and may be permitted. (Venice)

- The development of cultural properties is of essential
importance. This development includes all measures that
serve to make them accessible and useful, and that, if
necessary, make it possible to reintroduce them into the
daily life of the people of Quebec. (Deschambault)

• Our heritage must be employed in such a way as to maintain
or introduce functions that are useful to society, and that
are compatible with the structure and nature of the
buildings, spaces and sites of which it is made up. In
using our heritage, we must show consideration for its
integration into the economic and social activities of the
surrounding community. (Deschambault)

16



- In using our heritage, we must preserve or reintroduce
everyday life, rather than the artificial life of museums and
tourist centres. Preference should be given to traditional
occupations; and we must, in any case, respect the needs and
legitimate aspirations of the inhabitants, even if this
requires us to adopt uses that are different from the
original uses. (Deschambault)

- The residential function should take precedence over
other uses, and be given first priority. (Deschambault)

all

- Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a
compatible use for a property which requires minimal
alteration of the building or site and its environment, or to
use a property for its originally intended purpose. (Ontario)

TECHNIQUES

- Techniques employed should be traditional but in some
circumstances they may be modern ones for which a firm
scientific basis exists and which have been supported by a
body of experience.
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