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fice.

2005 was a year filled 
with interesting proj-
ects and activities for 
Field Projects staff 
and I believe that 
looking back is a nec-
essary step to move 
forward. 

A retrospective is a fundamental vehicle to 
discover, share, and pass along the learn-
ing from experience - something we also 
call “wisdom.” I hope you find this 2005 
Retrospective of our work interesting and 
I encourage you to contact my colleagues 
to find out more about the campaigns or 
activities that may be of particular interest 
to you.

COPAN STAIRWAY
Françoise Descamps, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: T. Roby, E. Bourguinon, V. 
Horton, S. Maekawa, V. Beltran. Consul-
tants: Photarc Surveys Ltd., Bill Martin

The Copan Stairway Conservation Strategy 
Report was completed at the beginning 
of September and includes a conservation 
history of the monument with a compari-
son of historical photographs of stairway 
hieroglyphics. The final document will be 
printed in mid 2006. Translation of the 
text into Spanish has been carried out as 
well.

The condition survey images of the Stair-
way control blocks taken by consultant, 
Photarc Surveys Ltd. were printed and ar-

chived in early 2005.  Eliud Guerra and 
IHAH technicians, trained in December 
of 2004, carried out photographic moni-
toring of all Stairway control blocks, and 
consultant, Clive Boardman has evalu-
ated their work in November. During the 
month of August, V. Beltran of the GCI’s 
Science Department traveled to Copan to 
dismantle the Jaguar monitoring station, 
relocate the stone exposure blocks, and 
discuss the possible location of a future 
weather station. 

JOYA DE CÉREN
Françoise Descamps, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: V. Horton, N. Swarts, S. 
Maekawa, V. Beltran, L. Rainer, J. Carballo, 
R. Vital. Consultants: C. Castellanos and T. 
Crosby.

Jennifer Carballo presented a poster de-
scribing the Joya de Céren Management 
Plan as a tool for coordinating the various 
activities undertaken at an archaeological 
site at the Society for American Archaeol-
ogy 70th Annual meeting, held in Salt Lake 
City, Utah March 30 – April 3, 2005. 

F. Descamps worked in collaboration with 
consultant Carolina Castellanos on the 
site conservation strategy and the dis-
semination of the Joya Management Plan. 

François LeBlanc
Head of Field Projects

Model showing the location of the Hieroglyphic 
Stairway at Copan
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Conservation consultant Tony Crosby par-
ticipated in working sessions at the GCI  to 
finalize the Joya de Céren Condition Assess-
ment Report.  This phase of the project is 
now complete. Meetings were also held in 
the city of San Salvador with Joya de Céren 
partners, new site managers and consultant 
Carolina Castellanos to discuss conservation 
strategies, and future collaboration. 

R. Vital edited and laid out the Joya de 
Céren Condition Assessment Report and F. 
Descamps and L. Rainer coordinated the fi-
nal editing.

Other activities ... 
October 18, 2005 - Anabel Ford, director 
of the Brass/El Pilar program of the Meso-
american Research Center at the University 
of California at Santa Barbara, who has been 
working many years at site El Pilar in Belize, 
as well as other dignitaries from Belize (Yas-
ser Musa, President of Belize National In-
stitute of Culture and History and Dr. Jaime 
Awe, Director of the Institute of Archaeol-
ogy), came to exchange information with 
the GCI on the conservation work that is be-
ing done at El Pilar and Françoise Descamps 
also presented the work of the Maya Initia-
tive to them, specifically the Joya Manage-
ment Plan.   They visited the GCI Science 
labs and Vincent Beltran and Eric Doehne 
gave a presentation on alternative climatic 
control of historic buildings.

RETABLO PROCEEDINGS
Françoise Descamps, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: V. Horton

The GCI collaborated with the Instituto 
Andaluz del Patrimonio Historico (IAPH), 
Seville, Spain, on a workshop to address 

methodologies and their application in the 
conservation of polychrome wooden re-
tablos in their original context. These pro-
ceedings are prepared in collaboration with 
IAPH.  They will disseminate the outcome of 
the workshop discussions, the agreed prin-
ciples and guidelines and the case studies 
presented during the workshop. They also 
include a bibliography on the study and 
conservation of retablos. A visual glossary 
in five languages (English, Spanish, French, 
Italian and Portuguese) will be prepared in 
digital format. This publication will be avail-
able in early 2006.

EARTHEN ARCHITECTURE
Mary Hardy, Project Leader
Other GCI staff: C. Cancino, L. Rainer, G. Os-
tegren and C. Seki

Sismo Adobe Conference in Lima
M. Hardy and C. Cancino participated in 
an expert workshop supported by the GCI 
Earthen Architecture Initiative in Lima, Peru. 
They presented a paper regarding the recent 
GCI activity in this field and supported the 
presentation of two civil engineers: Leroy 
Tolles and Fred Webster. The presentations 
were very well received in Lima as model 
case studies for the retrofitting of histori-
cal adobe houses in California, following the 
Getty Seismic Adobe Project (GSAP) guide-
lines.

IV SIACOT Conference in Portugal
The GCI has had a very strong presence in 
Latin America in the past years due to the 
development of the PAT courses in Peru in 
1996 and 1999. Most of the PAT graduate 
students have been working in the field and 
promoting the study and conservation of 
earthen sites in the region. In the last four 
years some of these PAT graduate students 

The Retablos publication on methodologies and their 
application in the conservation of polychrome wood-
en retablos in their original context will be printed 
in 2006
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Françoise Descamps, Proj-
ect Manager for Joya de 
Céren, Copan Hieroglyphic 
Stairway, Retablo, and 
OWHC - Cusco projects

Leslie Rainer, Sr. Project 
Specialist and conserva-
tor managed the Grouts 
project and contributed to 
various projects within the 
Earthen Architecture Ini-
tiative and Joya de Céren 
project

Mary Hardy is Project 
Leader for the Earthen Ar-
chitecture Initiative and 
contributed to the Iraq 
Training Initiative

Earth structure at Joya de 
Céren, World Heritage site
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have formed a group called PROTerra. It is 
an international and multidisciplinary proj-
ect of technical collaboration between pro-
fessionals supported by the CYTED (Ciencia 
y Tecnología para el Desarrollo) as part of 
the Ibero-American International Program. 

Every year they organize the SIACOT meet-
ings (Seminario Ibero Americano de Arqui-
tectura y Construcción con Tierra) to pres-
ent their latest research and case studies 
and to have a general assembly. The GCI has 
participated in the last two general assem-
blies and is currently working with some of 
the PROTerra members. This year, C. Canci-
no traveled to Portugal for the IV SIACOT 
conference and presented the GCI’s work in 
the field of earthen architecture and conser-
vation. She also participated in the General 
Assembly and is part of a working group that 
will concentrate on the dissemination of di-
dactic materials for the teaching of earthen 
conservation in Spanish and Portuguese 
with a group of University professors from 
Brazil, El Salvador, Argentina, Portugal, and 
Colombia.

The GCI also took this opportunity to an-
nounce the Spanish translation of the third 
GSAP publication “Planning and Engineer-
ing Guidelines for the Seismic Retrofitting of 
Historic Adobe Structures”. The translation 
to Spanish will be coordinated by C. Canci-
no and technically edited by Julio Vargas, a 
civil engineer from Peru who was part of the 
former GSAP Steering Committee. It should 
be on the GCI website in 2006.

Getty Seismic Adobe Project 
(GSAP) Colloquium

The GCI team worked on the organiza-
tion of a colloquium that will focus on the 

seismic retrofitting of earthen buildings. It 
will be held April 11-14, 2006, at the GCI. 
This colloquium will bring together profes-
sionals with expertise in the development 
and implementation of seismic retrofitting 
guidelines and coeds for earthen construc-
tion and conservation. It will be limited to 
sixty invited participants, and will be inter-
national in scope, as well as representation. 
Architects, architectural conservators, and 
engineers will discuss the problems faced in 
the retrofitting of earthen buildings in seis-
mic areas around the world. The colloquium 
program will include three themes: 1) the 
evolution of engineering thinking; 2) imple-
mentation and case studies; and 3) further 
research. 

Building Code for Earthen 
Construction in Morocco

In February 2004, the Moroccan city of 
Al-Hoceima was struck by an earthquake 
(M=6.3) that caused hundreds of casual-
ties. A new law was issued in Morocco that 
requires all buildings, in both rural and ur-
ban areas, to comply with earthquake safe-
ty regulations within the coming five years. 
The law known as Loi 04-04 was approved 
by the Conseil des Ministres and currently 
pending approval by the Parliament. The 
Moroccan existing building code provides 
seismic regulations exclusively applicable for 
steel and reinforced concrete constructions. 
This means that after the approval of the Loi 
04-04 all traditional building materials and 
techniques will be outlawed in Morocco.

To prevent such a situation, a research proj-
ect was initiated with the support of organi-
zations such as the GCI to initiate a compar-
ative study of earthen building codes from 

Al-Hoceima, Morocco af-
ter the earthquake

Djenne’s Grand Mosque on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List
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Al-Hoceima, Morocco after the earthquake; the 
government will outlaw construction in earth unless 
the building code provides for adequate retrofitting 
guidelines

Discussions were held with 
the gov. of Mali to orga-
nize the next Int’l Earthen 
Architecture conference 
there

California adobe building before and after earth-
quake. A vertical steel cable recessed into an exterior 
wall; the cable will be prestressed, then covered with 
adobe mortar

Jeanne Marie Teutonico, 
Associate Director, Pro-
grams, actively contributed 
to the OWHC Cusco Sym-
posium, Earthen Architec-
ture Initiative projects and 
the ICCM Conference in 
Tunisia, as well as advis-
ing on all of Field Projects 
other Initiatives 



different countries, and review tests and ex-
periments on earthen seismic performances 
and to develop retrofitting guidelines for 
historical and traditional earthen construc-
tion buildings. M. Hardy and C. Cancino 
have been participating in various Steering 
and Working committees for this initiative.

DSEAC Proceedings
L. Rainer and A. Bass Rivera, volume edi-
tors of the DSEAC Proceedings, shepherded 
manuscripts from 15 authors through the 
first stages of publication with the assistance 
of C. Godlewski. This volume, a compilation 
of papers from the colloquium on the con-
servation of decorated surfaces on earthen 
architecture held at Mesa Verde in fall 2004 
is scheduled for publication in spring 2006.

ST. VITUS MOSAIC
François LeBlanc, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: D. Stulik, N. Swarts 

It all began in 1992 when the Office of the 
President of the Czech Republic and the 
Getty Conservation Institute embarked on 
a collaborative project to restore and con-
serve The Last Judgment mosaic located 
on the Golden Gate of St. Vitus Cathedral 
in Prague Castle. The Mosaic, completed in 
1371, is the finest example of monumental 
mediaeval mosaics in central Europe. After 
six years of research and three years of res-
toration and conservation, The Last Judg-
ment Mosaic displays its full splendor and 
merits the attention of both art historians 
and conservators.

D. Stulik and F. LeBlanc met in Prague with 
Dr. Ivana Kyzourova, Director of the Cultur-
al Heritage Department of the Office of the 
President of the Czech Republic. The object 

of this visit was twofold. First, on behalf of 
the GCI and the J. Paul Getty Trust’s Presi-
dent, copies of the new Getty publication 
entitled “Conservation of the Last Judgment 
Mosaic, St. Vitus Cathedral, Prague” were 
presented to the President of the Czech Re-
public, His Excellency, Vaclav Klaus; The First 
Lady, Livia Klausova and Dr. Kyzourova. 

The book is the result of a very successful 
collaboration between the GCI and the Of-
fice of the President of the Czech Republic 
to protect this very important heritage. It 
depicts the historical and scientific research 
that took place along with the development 
of a new and extremely effective conserva-
tion methodology utilizing state-or-the-art 
technology. The second goal of the mission 
was to discuss and establish the terms for a 
long-term agreement between the GCI and 
The Prague Castle Authority to monitor the 
conservation treatment of the mosaic. 

DIGITAL LAB
Rand Eppich, Manager
Other GCI staff: R. Miller, R. Hibler-Kerr, J. 
Zhu, A. Chabbi

It has been a very busy and good year for 
the Digital Documentation Lab.  The staff  
participated in many projects in support of 
Field Projects but have also worked with 
other departments and outside the GCI and 
even beyond the Getty.  Rio Hibler-Kerr 
joined the team, and summer intern Jenny 
Zhu’s  term was extended to help with vid-
eos. Graduate intern Amel Chabbi worked 
on the Handbook while  other Field Projects 
staff were enlisted to assist – Claudia, Jona-
than, Jane, and Jeff.

In working within Field Projects ... 
The Digital Lab staff helped survey and 
train on-site personnel at the Shuxiang site 

Rand Eppich, manages the 
Digital Lab and is Technical 
Editor for the Documenta-
tion Handbook also taught   
recording and documenta-
tion techniques for vari-
ous international courses 
including ARIS-05 at IC-
CROM

Conservation of the Last 
Judgment Mosaic, St. Vitus 
Cathedral, Prague

Conservators restoring the St. Vitus Mosaic in Prague; 
the GCI signed an agreement with the Prague Castle 
Authority and the Office of the President to moni-
tor the condition of the mosaic during the next five 
years

The Digital Lab supports documentation work for all 
GCI Departments and occasionally helps out other 
Getty Center programs

Satellite photo obtained by 
the Digital Lab for work on 
the China Principles proj-
ect
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in Chengde, China.  They have also advised 
the China team and intern, Makoto, in the 
creation of a presentation system for the As-
sessment Report.  Also within Field Projects 
they have supported the Documentation 
Strategy project by completing the 1st draft 
of the Handbook of Documentation exam-
ples for the Documentation Strategy proj-
ect.  The draft marks the halfway point in 
this project to present mini-case studies in 
how documentation helped solve conserva-
tion issues.  The draft is now with the Edito-
rial Board for comments.  

Next year will see the completion of this 
book with an additional 9 contributors.  
Staff also co-coordinated the ICCROM/GCI 
ARIS05 (Architectural Records and Informa-
tion Systems) course.  This course was in-
tended to introduce mid-career architects 
and engineers to recording methods and 
tools for conservation and was held over 
4 weeks in early 05.  Another training ini-
tiative was the Iraq initiative project.  This 
involved  assistance with ordering and test-
ing the required equipment before shipment 
and participating in the training on-site in 
Amman, Jordan. Staff also assisted in the 
documentation of the Orpheus excavation 
in Cyprus.

In working with other 
departments...
VRM and Dissemination - The DL imple-
mented Jukebox II  - intended to serve as 
the “working” image repository for Field 
Projects, Education, and the Director’s Of-
fice.  Jukebox I is still intended to serve as 
the “representative” images typical of the 
projects.  Staff also worked with the Educa-
tion department to support the GCI/UCLA 
conservation program by leading two ses-
sions in documentation.  Yet another inter-

department work was the mosaic training 
videos (four in total) that document how 
mosaics are cleaned and conserved.  In ad-
dition to this video were the Mogao video 
(with J. Levin and L. Wong), the overview 
Shuxiang video (with Jonathan Bell), and the 
cataloging of all the training videos from the 
Iraq Project (with David Myers).  Rand and 
Francois worked with Jeff Levin to complete 
an entire newsletter devoted to documenta-
tion – including the feature article with im-
ages and the roundtable discussion. 

In working outside the GCI...
Staff advised Jerry Podany from the museum 
in researching a method to obtain 3D pro-
files for objects to be mounted.  R. Eppich 
presented a paper at the 3D Ascona confer-
ence and attended the CIPA 2005 confer-
ence in Torino, Italy.  Advice was given on 
a course in Beijing on documentation (using 
the ARIS notes).  

Within the Digital Lab...
The Digital Lab continued to upgrade the 
equipment and software.  The Epson pro 
4000 was recently acquired... this brings 
the Lab to a complete printing suite.  A 
small 8 x 10 photo printer, the 4000, is the 
mid size from 8 x 10 to 14 x 20 and the HP 
plotter – 42” wide x 50 feet.   ArcView 9.1 a 
GIS package, was acquired and installed as 
well as various other software.  Hardware 
includes two new Motion computing pen-
top computers – smaller and lighter than 
the laptops.  The DL also has a new Trim-
ble GPS unit running ArcPad (used in many 
training situations).  A recent development 
has been the additional responsibility for 
cameras within Field Projects.  In collabora-
tion with colleagues from the Publications 
group, a new field video camera was pur-
chased – the Sony High Definition HDR-FX1 
and the Nikon D70s – now being tested by 
Field Projects.

OWHC - CUSCO, PERU
8TH WORLD SYMPOSIUM
Françoise Descamps, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: J. M. Teutonico, F. LeBlanc, 
J. Cody, C. Cancino, A. Tomaskesis and V. 
Horton

The Symposium
The Organization of World Heritage Cities 
represents more than 200 cities that have 
been nominated to UNESCO’s World Heri-
tage List. It holds biennial symposiums. This 
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Graduate Intern Amel Chabbi presenting the Docu-
mentation Handbook project at the AIC Conference 
in Minneapolis

Participants at the World 
Symposium in Cusco

Participants in the OWHC 
Symposium received the 
Guest Speakers papers 
and Posters as part of their 
conference documentation 
package

Parade in the streets of 
Cusco to celebrate the 
8th World Symposium of 
the Organization of World 
Heritage Cities

Francoise Descamps dis-
cussing logistics during 
the OWHC Symposium in 
Cusco



year’s symposium was held in Cusco, Peru, 
Sept. 19-23, 2005. The theme of the sym-
posium was: “Heritage of Humanity, Heritage 
with Humanity”.

There were five hundred fully registered 
participants coming from all parts of the 
world. Seventy mayors or deputy-may-
ors of World Heritage Cities were among 
them. The Symposium’s venue was in the 
municipal congress center that was built 
specifically to meet the needs of the Sym-
posium. Six hundred and fifty students also 
participated indirectly to the symposium. 
The Guest Speakers’ presentations and all 
the presentations in the Spanish workshops 
were transmitted to them in the Municipal 
Theater via a video link.

Understanding the place of human life in 
the city and how individuals and families, 
inhabitants and visitors, sense the physical 
space and value the place of heritage cities 
is key to understanding the dynamics that 
make each city unique. This debate is fun-
damental. How can we talk of how others 
experience their cities? How can we explain 
the sense of values, the perception of space 
and atmosphere? How can we present, ex-
plain, and also preserve these values?

The approaches to the subject require the 
in-depth exchange of expertise and experi-
ence, but more than anything it is important 
to listen and speak out about values. This is 
why the Cusco 8th Symposium of the OWHC 
took advantage of the unique opportunity 
offered by this meeting of Mayors, Decision 
Makers and Professionals to guarantee a 
real platform for debate.

To do so, the GCI organized the meeting in 
an innovative way so that each participant 
as an individual, professional and represen-

tative of a group, institution or entity, had 
the opportunity to share personal experi-
ences at small table discussions.

The Pre-Symposium Introductory 
Course for newly elected Mayors of 
World Heritage Cities
Jeff Cody, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: C. Cancino, V. Horton and 
A. Tomaskesis.

This workshop was created by the initiative 
of the GCI to address a serious concern ex-
pressed by the OWHC: Mayors all over the 
world are generally elected for four-year 
terms. How can we ensure that newly elect-
ed mayors of World Heritage Cities have a 
good understanding of their responsibilities 
to preserve this heritage and pass it on to fu-
ture generations? During a visit by Denis Ri-
card, OWHC Sec. Gen., to the GCI last year, 
we suggested that an introductory work-
shop specifically designed for this purpose 
be offered to newly elected mayors every 
time the OWHC holds an international sym-
posium. Cusco was the first opportunity for 
such a workshop that was jointly designed 
by the OWHC and the GCI.

Twenty-two mayors participated in the 
one-day workshop led by Jeff Cody with the 
support of Claudia Cancino, who not only 
helped with the workshop’s preparation and 
delivery but also with translation during the 
entire day.

GROUTS RESEARCH 
Leslie Rainer, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: J.M. Teutonico, G. Chiari, 
and N. Swarts. Consultant: I. Griffin.

In June 2005 the GCI Field Projects and Sci-
ence Departments convened a meeting on 
grouts used in the conservation of architec-

Mayors from World Heri-
tage cities, during the pre-
conference workshop lead 
by Jeff Cody, discussing 
issues concerning the man-
agement of their cities 

Science and Field Projects 
working together to find 
answers concerning grouts 
used for the consolidation 
of decorated surfaces

Participants at the expert meeting in Rome listening 
to Werner Schmid explaining conservation work in 
the Roman Forum
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Jeff Cody and Claudia Cancino during the Cusco pre-
symposium introductory course on conservation for 
mayors and newly elected officials

Claudia Cancino, conser-
vation architect, was in-
volved in various projects 
of the Earthen Architecture 
Initiative, the OWHC Sym-
posium in Cusco and the 
Documentation Initiative
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tural surfaces, held at the American Acad-
emy in Rome. The objective of the meeting 
was to review the ‘state of the art’ regarding 
grouts and to identify avenues of future re-
search. Nine international conservators and 
conservation scientists participated in the 
meeting, and the results were summarized in 
a report on the status of grouts used in con-
servation with recommendations for future 
research. In preparation for the meeting a 
literature review was conducted and a bibli-
ography was compiled on the topic with the 
assistance of I. Griffin. The Grouts Research 
project is ongoing, and collaborative testing 
and research is planned for 2006.

DOCUMENTATION 
François LeBlanc, Project Leader
Other GCI staff: R. Eppich, R. Hibler-Kerr, R. 
Miller, N. Swarts and intern A. Chabbi. Con-
sultants: R. Letellier, and W. Schmid.

RecorDIM Partner’s Meeting
The GCI in collaboration with ICOMOS 
and the World Heritage Centre organized 
a RecorDIM Initiative Partner’s meeting in 
Paris, to review the progress of Task Groups 
created to bridge gaps between users and 
providers of heritage documentation and to 
discuss the creation of proposed new Task 
Groups. The RecorDIM Partner’s meeting 
was held in the offices of ICOMOS and the 
World Heritage Center in Paris. 18 partici-
pants attended. Following is a short summa-
ry of the status of a few Task Groups to give 
you an idea of the work that is going on.

Training And Metric Survey Skills In 
Conservation
Sarah Lunnon from English Heritage pre-
sented several tools that have been devel-
oped during recent years by the Training and 
Metric Survey Skills Task Group and that are 

made available or brought to the attention 
of those participating in the RecorDIM Ini-
tiative. 

RecorDIM Information Warehouse
This task group lead by Canadian, Andrew 
Powter, has reviewed and compiled a broad 
range of Internet links that are of interest to 
heritage documentation users and providers 
and uploaded them to the RecorDIM web 
site managed by GCI staff.

Publications: Principles & Guidelines 
and Handbook
The Principles and Guidelines publication 
targets decision makers and heritage man-
agers responsible for programs and activi-
ties in the field of conservation that need 
to identify, select and implement documen-
tation strategies for their countries, region, 
community or site. It draws from a manu-
script prepared by R. Letellier, an acknowl-
edged expert in this field, and information 
pre-published by ICOMOS. It will be illus-
trated with examples that demonstrate the 
practical application of a variety of strate-
gies and tools that address specific record-
ing and documentation issues. Publication is 
planned for 2007.

The Handbook will illustrate documentation 
tools through conservation case studies. The 
target audience for this publication are ar-
chitects, archaeologists, planners, and man-
agers working in conservation that need to 
identify and select recording and documen-
tation tools. It will draw from pre-published 
examples that demonstrate the practical use 
of a variety of tools that solve specific con-
servation issues. This collection of examples 
from around the world will serve as a refer-
ence guide to the conservation community. 
Half of the programmed articles have been 
submitted and are being edited. Publication 
is planned for 2007.

Standards for Low Cost 
Appropriate RecorDIM Activities
This Task Group lead by Macedonian, Lazar 
Sumanov is working towards  the develop-
ment of standards for low cost, but appro-
priate RecorDIM activities in Macedonia. 
This is to be achieved through the organiza-
tion of a series of short courses or seminars 
given by local and international experts.
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Main entrance to the of-
fices of ICOMOS in Paris 
where part of the RecorDIM 
meetings were held

Task Group leaders meet-
ing with colleagues at the 
World Heritage Center

Offices of the World Heri-
tage Center within the 
grounds of UNESCO’s 
headquarters building in 
Paris

RecorDIM Task Group leaders working together in the 
offices of ICOMOS in Paris



Rock Art Recording Guidelines
This Task Group’s goal is to develop rock 
art recording guidelines and a better, more 
rigorous protocol for such activities, reas-
sessing existing methods and prepare a 
handbook for specialists. An international 
network of more than twenty collaborators 
has been established during the course of 
the year. They represent twelve countries. 
Through their exchange of information, a 
first draft of the guidelines is being circu-
lated and case studies are being prepared.

Guidelines for Documentation 
of Historic Properties in India
This Task Group will prepare guidelines for 
documentation of historic properties in In-
dia. The first draft of these guidelines has 
been written and is now circulating for com-
ments and input by users and providers.

Compiling and Sharing 
Heritage Stereo Views

This Task Group is concerned with collect-
ing, compiling and sharing heritage stereo 
views. Stereo views were particularly popu-
lar during the 1920s. They were viewed in 
private homes with guests and friends and 
also used for the education of children. Hun-
dreds of thousands of these stereo views are 
stored in various archives throughout the 
world. A large number of these collections 
concern international historic landmarks. 
The advantage they offer over traditional 
photos is that measurable information can 
be drawn from them using contemporary 
photogrammetry software.

Technical Monitoring 
of Large Archaeological Sites
The institutions responsible for large archae-
ological sites in Western Anatolia cooperate 
with this Task Group. 

Their goals: 
• develop standards and guidelines for 

monitoring such sites
• provide conservation specialists, man-

agement staff and politicians with up 
to date and accurate information

• create an international network of spe-
cialists for the continuous monitoring 
of Western Anatolian excavation sites

• contribute effectively with the World 
Heritage Centre’s requirement for pe-
riodic reporting

Round table 5 – CIPA XXth 
Symposium, Torino, Italy
Sept. 27 – Oct. 3, 2005

The RecorDIM Session
There were 350 participants to the CIPA 
XXth Symposium in Torino. Twenty-five del-
egates participated in the RecorDIM Round-
table 5 session that was held on Saturday 
afternoon and Sunday at the splendid Torino 
School of Architecture, an ancient summer 
palace of the aristocratic Savoy family.

Petros Patias, President of CIPA, acknowl-
edged the groups’ efforts and said that dur-
ing a recent meeting of CIPA’s Executive, 
it decided to continue to support the Re-
corDIM Task Groups that would need more 
time to complete their tasks past the 2007 
deadline. 

CIPA is also creating its own Task Groups to 
work collectively with the existing ones to 
address the gaps still remaining and explore 
new issues. The participants then heard from 
various persons representing institutions 
that want to create new Task Groups: Giora 
Solar for World Heritage Sites nominations, 

The latest survey technology on display at the CIPA 
Torino conference
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Typical turn-of-the-century stereophoto that this Task 
Group is working to make available to everyone over 
the Internet; metric data can be extracted from the 
photo using stereophotogrammetry software

The RecorDIM Initiative 
was offered a full half-day  
session in plenary during 
the CIPA Symposium in To-
rino

Holding meetings in two 
seperate locations required 
logistical and technical co-
ordination provided essen-
tially by Nick Swarts

Task Group leaders meet-
ing with WHC staff and 
discussing documentation 
issues of common interest

Task Group leaders meeting 
in the offices of the World 
Heritage Center in Paris



9

Ulrike Herbig for vernacular architecture, 
Marinos Ioannides for developing standards 
and Michael Scherer for phototacheometry. 

ROCK ART
SOUTHERN AFRICAN ROCK ART
Neville Agnew, Project Leader
Other GCI staff: K. Louw. Consultants: J. 
Deacon, P. Buthelezi (SAHRA)  
 
Rock Art Guide Course and Ma-
nagement Workshop
To further the objective of the GCI’s South-
ern African Rock Art Initiative and to es-
tablish a long-term program for rock art 
preservation, conservation, interpretation 
and management in the Southern African 
region, the GCI, in collaboration with the 
South African Heritage Resources Agency 
(SAHRA) and local partners, implemented 
a rock art tour guide course August 1-21, 
2005 in Clanwilliam, South Africa and a 
management workshop in Mapungubwe 
National Park August 26 - September 9, 
2005. Consultant, Janette Deacon coordi-
nated the preparation and delivery of both 
courses. The purpose of the rock art guide 
course was to build capacity in the Ceder-
berg region with particular attention to the 
empowerment of local communities with an 
interest in the sites, establish a network of 
rock art practitioners in the region to share 
experience and expertise, and in the long-
term raise awareness among the local popu-
lation and visitors on the rock art heritage 
of the region. The course provided a general 
background to tour guiding with credits spe-
cifically for rock art. Participants obtained a 
Certificate in tour guiding that has five unit 
standards, including the development of a 
portfolio, and is specific for rock art in the 
Western Cape. Fifteen participants were se-
lected from the vicinity of Clanwilliam and 
five from other Southern African countries.

The Management Workshop was held in 
Mapungubwe National Park and focused on 
developing interpretive strategies for rock 
art sites.  Staff from a number of South Af-
rican National Parks participated, as well as 
professionals from Zimbabwe, Botswana, 
Namibia, Zambia, and Tanzania. 

EGYPT
VALLEY OF THE QUEENS
Neville Agnew, Project Leader
Other GCI staff:  M. Demas, T. Roby, D. My-
ers, L. Wong, J. Bell, M. Shea

Further to discussion and negotiation meet-
ings in Egypt by GCI Director T. Whalen, As-
sociate Director J.M. Teutonico and Project 
Leader N. Agnew in 2004, an agreement 
was prepared between the Supreme Coun-
cil of Antiquities (SCA) of Egypt and the 
GCI for work in the Valley of the Queens. 
An initial planning trip in January 2005 was 
undertaken by Neville Agnew, Martha De-
mas, and David Myers to begin to assess the 
scope and context of  a project in the Valley 
of the Queens. The proposed Project for the 
conservation and management of the Valley 
of the Queens is conceived as a six-year col-
laborative project in two phases, between 
the GCI and the SCA, with the support of 
the SCA’s Luxor and Upper Egypt Antiqui-
ties Regional Office.  

The purpose of this Project is to undertake 
detailed planning for the conservation and 
management of the Valley of the Queens 
and jointly implement the results of the 
plan, coordinate closely with the SCA and 
other parties working in the West Bank to 
promote an integrated approach to conser-
vation of the ancient Theban necropolis, 
and provide training for Egyptian personnel 
in areas of wall painting conservation and 
planning and management for archaeologi-
cal sites.  Components of the project will be 
undertaken by both the GCI and SCA.

EGYPT – NEFERTARI
PROJECT EVALUATION
Neville Agnew, Project Leader
Other GCI staff: M. Demas, D. Myers, V. 
Greathouse, K. Louw, and R. Helmy

The GCI has discussed internally for some 
time the need to evaluate its own past proj-
ects in order to learn from its practices. The 
Nefertari project was the GCI’s first field 

Janette Deacon, born in 
Cape Town, has a PhD in 
Archaeology from UCT. 
Her research interests fo-
cus mainly on the history 
of the Khoisan people in 
southern Africa, with par-
ticular interest in rock art 
and heritage conservation

Rock Art from Clanwilliam 
in South Africa
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Valley of the Queens in Egypt; the arrow points to the 
location of the tomb of Nefertari

Conservators working on 
the Tomb of Nefertari 
paintings during the late 
1980s



project and focused on conservation of the 
wall paintings in the tomb of Nefertari on 
the West Bank of Luxor between 1985 and 
1992.  These discussions led to the selec-
tion of the Nefertari project as one of the 
first projects to be evaluated. It was chosen 
in large part because it was seen as holding 
the potential to provide lessons to benefit 
the Institute in its collaborative undertak-
ings with foreign institutional partners. It 
was determined that these lessons could be 
learned through identifying weaknesses in 
the project’s conceptual approach and de-
sign, in the partnership with the EAO/SCA, 
and in providing for sustainability of intend-
ed benefits.

During 2005, a mission made up of GCI staff 
and consultants, including some who had 
worked previously on the Nefertari project, 
went to Egypt to evaluate the past scientific 
analyses, conservation treatments, docu-
mentation, dissemination, training, and all 
aspects of the collaboration between both 
institutions.  A report of this evaluation was 
prepared and is being discussed by both in-
stitutions.

CHINA INITIATIVE
Neville Agnew, Project Leader

The GCI has been working in China since 
1988 on site-specific projects (Mogao and 
Yungang) and since 1997 at the national 
level in the development and application of 
the China Principles, the guidelines issued 
by China ICOMOS for the conservation and 
management of sites. Under the umbrella of 
the China Principles, the various undertak-
ings aim to influence the professional prac-
tice of conservation throughout China. 

This is being carried out through develop-
ment, dissemination, and application of the 

China Principles themselves; the develop-
ment of master planning models at Mogao 
and Chengde, input of the national guide-
lines for site planning, establishing working 
relationships with conservation institutions 
and agencies at the national level, planning 
and implementation of model projects for 
wall paintings and architectural conserva-
tion at the sites of Mogao and Chengde, and 
providing advice and professional support 
for the development of an MA degree pro-
gram in wall painting conservation between 
the Dunhuang Academy,  Lanzhou Univer-
sity, and the Courtauld Institute of Art.

MOGAO GROTTOES
WALL PAINTINGS CONSERVATION
Neville Agnew, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: L. Wong, S. Maekawa, 
and M. Schilling. Consultants: P. Lin, P. 
Barker, S. Rickerby and L. Shekede
The Wall Painting Conservation Project 

in Cave 85, Mogao Grottoes, Dunhuang, 
China held two field campaigns this year 
and completed the physical interventions in 
the spring.  During the October campaign, 
the Dunhuang Academy and the GCI orga-
nized a 2 ½ day workshop to review Cave 
85 project objectives, challenges and out-
comes, to identify what could have been 
done more efficiently, to discuss unresolved 
issues or unfinished tasks and to discuss 
completion of the project and the compre-
hensive project report and decide on roles 
and responsibilities for both organizations 
in the coming years. Dunhuang Acad-
emy Director Fan Jinshi and twenty-three 
staff participated along with GCI staff. 
Also present were representatives from the 
Courtauld Institute of Art, the Taiyuan Mu-
nicipal Cultural Relics Bureau and the Ar-
chaeology Research Institute and the DA/
Landa Students. The participants reviewed 

Jonathan Bell worked on 
the China projects

Nefertari Project evalua-
tion report
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GCI team critically evaluated its conservation work at 
the tomb of Nefertari including various aspects of the 
partnership with the Egyptian gov. authorities

Dunhuang Academy and GCI staff reviewed Cave 85 
project objectives, challenges and outcomes during a 
2 ½ day workshop 

Neville Agnew is Project 
Leader for the China Initia-
tive, the Egypt Valley of the 
Queens and the Iraq Initia-
tives and is Project Manag-
er for the Southern African 
Rock Art project

Martha Demas working 
on a report at Dunhuang 
Academy in Mogao
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the following topics:
• Assessment Phase: Information gather-

ing, condition assessment
• Environmental Assessment and Salt In-

vestigations
• Technical Investigations: original tech-

nique
• Training
• Conservation Research and Treatment: 

methodology, development and testing 
program

• Monitoring
• Presentation and Interpretation
• Information Management and the Proj-

ect Report
  • Conclusions and Summary Decisions

Among the decisions made was the com-
mitment from both institutions to allocate 
the necessary resources and time to prepare 
the final project report that should become 
a model for similar projects elsewhere in 
China. Also, the commitment to archive the 
project data and documents according to 
best practices.

A collaborative project for wall painting 
conservation education has been estab-
lished at Mogao.  This is a masters level de-
gree course.  The partners are the Dunhuang 
Academy, the Courtauld Institute, Lanzhou 
University, and the GCI.  The first nine-
week training occurred at Mogao in late 
2005.  This brought together CIA students 
who joined with DA students in a program 
of lectures and practical work in Cave 260, a 
Northern Wei cave.  Annual joint fieldwork 
and training will take place at Mogao over 
three years.

CHINA PRINCIPLES
Martha Demas, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: N. Agnew, J. Bell, L. Wong, 
Intern: H. Li. Consultants P. Lin, and P. Bark-
er.

Two field campaigns took place in 2005 for 
the China Principles project to the Mogao
Grottoes and the Chengde Imperial Summer 
Resort.  

Mogao Grottoes
During the year, the final version of the 
Mogao Grottoes Management and Conser-
vation Master Plan was announced and re-
ceived with much attention from the local 
and national cultural heritage bodies and 
the media.

Campaign work has aimed to develop fur-
ther the carrying capacity study, with par-
ticular focus on the following components:

• Development of a model demonstrating 
the effects of visitation on the grottoes 
and their paintings, meant to serve as 
the basis for future management mea-
sures regarding visitation

• Creation of a protocol and format for 
the compilation of background informa-
tion for each cave

• Finalization of a methodology and pro-
cess for cave categorization, with a pri-
ority placed on categorizing those caves 
open to visitation

The presence of the Associate Director of 
the Dunhuang Academy, Dr. Wang Xudong, 
at the GCI for a period of six months greatly 
influenced the development and progress of 
the work.

Chengde Imperial Summer 
Mountain Resort
Work at Chengde has aimed to bring to 
completion the assessment phase of Shux-
iang Temple, gathering further historical 
documentation, refining and updating site 
plans and measured drawings, and adding 
to earlier condition recording of the archi-
tectural remains, extant buildings, and ar-
chitectural decorative painting (caihua).  
Research into potential treatment materials 
and techniques for the protection of wood 
and reattachment and cleaning of caihua 
has resulted in two simultaneous testing 
regimes.  Proposed intervention materials 
have been applied to historic and new sam-
ples of both wood and caihua and installed 
on-site to determine their appropriateness 
and resistance to weathering.  

Lorinda Wong worked on 
the China and the Egypt 
Valley of the Queens proj-
ects

Conservators working on 
the restoration of the wall 
paintings in Cave 85 at 
Mogao
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Conservators Francesca Piqué and Lorinda Wong 
working on the conservation of wall paintings in Cave 
85 at Mogao in China

Shin Maekawa participat-
ing in the project review 

Michael Schilling partici-
pating in the Mogao proj-
ect review meetings



Rand Eppich joined the team in the spring 
to finish surveying the site and carry out fur-
ther training of local staff in the collection, 
interpretation, and management of survey 
data.  Former graduate intern Han Li accom-
panied the GCI team on both campaigns, 
working on several aspects of the project.

LOS ANGELES HISTORIC 
RESOURCE SURVEY 
Kathryn Welch Howe, Project Leader
Other GCI staff: C. Hahn

During 2005, the Los Angeles City Council 
approved a motion presented to them by 
the Council’s Planning and Land Use (PLUM) 
Committee regarding Getty support for the 
citywide historic resource survey.  This has 
enabled the Getty to enter into an agree-
ment with the City of Los Angeles to assist 
them in implementing its first comprehen-
sive, citywide historic resource survey. The 
City’s newly created Office of Historic Re-
sources within the Department of City Plan-
ning will be responsible for directing the 
citywide historic resource survey.  
The survey data can then be used to facili-
tate neighborhood conservation, the con-
tinued use and rehabilitation of historic 
buildings, and the planning of new projects.  
The historic resource information will be in-
tegrated with other municipally maintained 
property information systems and will be 
publicly accessible through the city’s pow-
erful geographic information system via the 
web-based Zoning Information and Map 
Access System, “ZIMAS”  http://zimas.lac-
ity.org

The GCI’s Los Angeles Historic Resource Sur-
vey Project has served as a reliable source 
of information and assistance to the City 
as it considered the value, utility, and com-
ponents of a historic resource survey.  Our 

commitment has encompassed research, an 
advisory role, and publications dealing with 
incentives and the survey process.  Looking 
ahead, our agreement with the City will re-
quire their commitment of staff and funding 
to advance the survey.  The Getty, through 
the Foundation, will provide financial sup-
port to the City of up to $2.5 million over 
five years; these funds will be used to un-
derwrite a modest portion of the operating 
and development expenses, with the lion’s 
share of the grant supporting survey consul-
tant teams.  The City is required to match 
the Getty’s grant and fund-raising for this 

purpose is going very well.  The GCI will 
continue to provide assistance to the proj-
ect with further expertise, consulting, and 
research.  
The City has demonstrated real leadership 
and this important tool for conservation, 
planning and community development is a 
step closer to being implemented in Los An-
geles.
 
ARIS-05
François LeBlanc Project Leader
Other GCI staff: R. Eppich, C. Cancino, and R. 
Hibler-Kerr.
Sixteen senior architectural conservation 
professionals from around the world com-
pleted the month long course Architectural 
Records, Inventories, and Information Sys-
tems for Conservation (ARIS-05), held in 
April 2005 in Rome. Designed in partner-
ship by the GCI and ICCROM (the Interna-

Kathryn Welch Howe, 
Project Leader for the Los 
Angeles Historic Survey 

Paintings in Cave 85
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Working with Chinese col-
leagues to record a site’s 
features

Western Heights HPOZ adopted in 2001

Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument 510, designated  in 1991  

Carthy Circle HPOZ adopted in 1998

Incentives for the Preserva-
tion and Rehabilitation of 
Historic Homes in the City 
of Los Angeles: A Guide-
book for Homeowners
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tional Centre for the Study of the Preserva-
tion and Restoration of Cultural Property), 
this advanced course addressed the needs, 
methodology, and techniques for acquiring 
and using records, inventories, and informa-
tion management tools for the conservation 
of cultural heritage. 

The course was structured around three 
knowledge blocks: 
- Documentation: principles, theory,  
  and guidelines; 
- Recording practice: generating records,  
  archival research, and dissemination; and 
- Information management: planning, 
  practice, access, and dissemination. 

Specific topics of study included photogra-
phy, photogrammetry, site surveying, geo-
graphic information systems, and dissemi-
nation. The curriculum featured a range of 
learning strategies that allowed participants 
to draw upon their professional knowledge 
while acquiring new information and skills 
through readings, discussion, and collabora-
tive practical exercises. The courses were 
taught by leading experts from several Eu-
ropean and North American institutions. 
Practical recording exercises were carried 
out in the Piazza di Santa Cecilia with the 
support of Vatican cultural heritage officials. 
The UNESCO office in Venice and the direc-
tor-general of cooperation for development, 
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, also con-
tributed to the course.

UNITAR
(UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR 
TRAINING AND RESEARCH)
François LeBlanc, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: J. Cody, N. Swarts

In April 2005, J. Cody and F. LeBlanc served 
as instructors and resource personnel in a 
week long workshop entitled, World Heri-

tage Management: A Value-Based Approach, 
presented by the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research (UNITAR) in Hiro-
shima, Japan. This is the second in a three-
year series of UNITAR workshops on the 
management and conservation of World 
Heritage Sites. The first workshop was held 
also in Hiroshima, March of 2004. Partici-
pants in this most recent April 2005 work-
shop included trainers and decision makers 
from World Heritage administrations; mid-
level officers from national governmental au-
thorities such as ministries of environment, 

culture, or forestry; and World Heritage Site 
managers. The workshop emphasized the 
values-based approach to heritage man-
agement introduced in the 2004 workshop. 
Participants received basic information and 
updates on the World Heritage organization, 
were introduced to current topics regarding 
heritage management, and studied leading 
policies and strategies, including examples 
of successes and failures. They learned legal 
and policy-planning techniques, discussed 
case studies, and performed practical ex-
ercises, which enhance long-term learning 
and exchange among the participants. Two 
study tours to World Heritage Sites — the 
Atom Bomb Dome and Itsukushima Shrine 
— provided additional learning opportuni-
ties and case studies during the workshop. 
The long-term objective of the course is to 
foster better use of the World Heritage Con-
vention through national policy making and 
planning and the exchange of best practices 
and case studies.

FORWARD PLANNING
Jeanne Marie Teutonico, Project Leader

The GCI’s Senior Program staff gathered for 
a three-day retreat at the end of October. 
They discussed a strategic planning process 

ARIS-05 Course partici-
pants during a formal train-
ing session

ARIS-05 trainees in the 
Crypt of the Vatican

Setting up the digital lab 
for ARIS-05 trainees in the 
offices of ICCROM
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ARIS-05 trainees in the ICCROM digital lab 

Participants in the UNITAR 2005 training course on 
management of World Heritage Sites, visit the A-
Bomb dome in Hiroshima, a site on the WH List



that will inform and guide the next five years 
of the GCI's work.  It is meant to provide 
a starting point for discussion and further 
development. Once revised and accepted, 
a document providing a road map to guide 
the planning process over the next three to 
five years will be produced. Field Projects 
professional staff participated actively in 
the preparation and planning process lead-
ing up to the productive retreat. 

MOSAICS INITIATIVE
Martha Demas, Project Leader

ICCM Conference in 
Hammamet, Tunisia
Martha Demas, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: J.M. Teutonico, T. Roby, K. 
Louw.

The International Committee for the Con-
servation of Mosaics (ICCM) held its ninth 
triennial conference November 29–Decem-
ber 3, 2005, in Hammamet, Tunisia. The 
conference, entitled Lessons Learned: Re-
flecting on the Theory and Practice of Mosaic 
Conservation, was co-organized by the Getty 
Conservation Institute and Tunisia's Institut 
National du Patrimoine, with the support of 
ICCROM and the University of Cyprus. 220 
participants registered for the conference, 
40 of which were professionals from Arab 
countries, able to attend the conference 
thanks to a generous grant from the Getty 
Foundation. Participants included profes-
sionals in the conservation of ancient mo-
saics, art historians, and archaeologists of 
the Roman world, from Europe, the Middle 
East, North Africa, and the United States. 
More than 60 participants also registered 
for the very successful post-conference tour 
to Libya, a rare and exceptional opportunity 
for these professionals.

Evaluation of 
Shelters over Mosaics
Martha Demas, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: J.M. Teutonico, T. Roby, K. 
Louw.

The initiative to evaluate the performance 
of shelters over mosaics incorporates two 
phases. Phase 1 is a rapid assessment (or 
broad brush survey) of all shelters over mo-
saics in the countries under investigation at 
present (England and Israel). The rapid as-
sessment will provide information on the 
current condition of mosaics under shelters; 

a basic correlation between mosaic condi-
tion and shelter construction; and a means 
of selecting shelters for more intensive in-
vestigation and monitoring in Phase 2. In 
July Martha Demas and Tom Roby met with 
English Heritage partner, John Stewart, to 
review the rapid assessment being under-
taken in England. The initial results of the 
assessment were presented by project part-
ners at the ICCM Conference in Tunisia.

TUNISIA TRAINING
Thomas Roby, Project Manager
Other GCI staff: K. Louw, 
E. Bourguignon. Consultant:  L. Alberti

The continued objective of the mosaics proj-
ect in Tunisia is to improve the practice of in 
situ mosaics conservation and management 
by training technicians in the maintenance 
and basic care of mosaics, and by capacity 
building for those professionals who are re-
sponsible for sites. 
Two field campaigns were organized dur-
ing 2005 for training at Hergla for Institut 
National du Patrimoine personnel stationed 
at different sites with mosaics, thereby 
continuing to build on the training begun 
in 1998. The two campaigns were for the 
third group of technicians, based mostly in 
the Sebal region The technicians and their 
work were showcased and acknowledged 
during a site visit at the ICCM Conference. 
The Arabic version of the didactic materials 
used during the training was displayed at 
the ICCM Conference and many participants 
signed up to receive copies of it. 

A course on conservation and management 
for young professionals in Tunisia is being 
developed by the GCI Education Depart-
ment in collaboration with Mosaic Project 
staff. Martha Demas participated in a 3 day 

F. LeBlanc and J. Cody at 
the A-Bomb World Heri-
tage site in Hiroshima

Martha Demas, Project 
Leader for the GCI Mosaics 
Initiative

Tom Roby, Project Man-
ager for the Tunisia Train-
ing project

14

Technicians trained by GCI demonstrated their skills 
repairing and maintaining mosaics in situ during the 
ICCM conference in Hammamet

Abstracts of the 9th Inter-
national Committee for the 
Conservation of Mosaics 
Conference abstracts 
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workshop organized by the Education group 
in Sept. 2005 to prepare the Tunisian pro-
fessionals for the course, which will be held 
in 2007.

IRAQ INITIATIVE
Neville Agnew, Project Leader
Other GCI staff: M. Hardy, D. Myers, R. 
Eppich, R. Hibler-Kerr, and K. Louw.
During the fi rst half of 2005, the GCI-World 

Monuments Fund (WMF) Iraq Cultural 
Heritage Conservation Initiative held three 
short-term training activities for Iraq State 
Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) 
personnel. These included a one-week GPS 
course in April in Amman, a two-week pro-
gram on the rapid assessment methodology 
and recording tools for SBAH personnel from 
Babylon held at the British Museum (with 
support from UNESCO and the involvement 
of University College London), and a ten-
day metric survey course in June in Amman, 
taught by specialists from English Heritage 
and Leica Geosystems. In April, the Initia-
tive also supported the attendance of one 
SBAH inspector at the ARIS-05 course at IC-
CROM in Rome.

In August and September 2005, the GCI-
WMF initiative conducted a month-long 
training program in Jordan, again through 
the support of UNESCO, for twenty-one 
SBAH personnel, including the directors of 
the SBAH offi ces from the governorates of 
Babylon, Basra, Kirkuk, and Nineveh. The 
course included modules on the rapid site 
assessment methodology and the use of site 
recording tools, and focused on site condi-
tion assessment and recording, international 
heritage conventions, charters, and organi-
zations, and site management planning.

All courses have been carried out through 

the generous assistance of the Department 
of Antiquities of Jordan and logistical sup-
port of the American Center of Oriental Re-
search (ACOR).

In conjunction with further development 
and installation of an Iraq Cultural Heri-
tage Sites GIS Database and of a site inven-
tory methodology, the GCI and WMF will 
organize courses aimed at providing SBAH 
staff with tools to respond to the challeng-
ing task of protecting and managing tens of 
thousands of sites and historic monuments 
in Iraq.  The GCI-WMF Iraq Cultural Heri-
tage Conservation Initiative aims to help al-
leviate the catastrophic damage sustained 
by Iraq's cultural heritage in and during the 
aftermath of the 2003 war. 

NEW STAFF

During 2005, Micaela Shea and Gail Oster-
gren joined our team.

Micaela Shea is the personal assistant of 
the Head of Field Projects and helps with 
the coordination and preparation of depart-
ment reports and activities. She also super-
vises the Field Projects support staff. Her 
title is: Supervisor, Field Projects. Micaela 
was born and raised in Phoenix, Arizona.  
After graduating from Pitzer College in Cla-
remont, CA with a B.A. in Organizational 
Studies, she completed her M.A. in Orga-
nizational Management at Antioch Univer-
sity in Santa Barbara. She also attended 
the American University in Rome, Italy, for 
one year during her undergraduate studies. 
Micaela comes to the GCI from a business 
management (accounting) fi rm in Century 
City for musicians.  There, she managed an 
offi ce, coordinated extensive world travel 
and assisted in handling the clients' insur-
ance, real estate transactions, taxes and ac-

Map form of the Iraq Cul-
tural Heritage Sites GIS 
Database under develop-
ment.

Donny George, chairman 
of Iraq’s State Board of 
Antiquities and Heritage 
(SBAH)
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A course participant from 
the SBAH practices using a 
global positioning system 
during the training course.

The Great Mosque at Samarra is one of Iraq’s thou-
sands of monuments that need to be inventoried and 
monitored

Training course participants assess conditions at the 
Bronze and Iron Ages archaeological site of Tall Al-
Umayri, Jordan. 

David Myers worked on 
the Iraq Initiative, the 
evaluation of the Tomb of 
Nefertari project and con-
tributed his expertise to 
various other fi eld projects



counting.

Gail Ostergren earned her Ph.D. in history 
from UCLA in June 2005.  She came to GCI 
as a 2002-03 Getty Graduate Intern to work 
on the Los Angeles Historic Resource Sur-
vey project, a great opportunity to put her 
long-standing personal and academic inter-
ests in the history and built environment of 
Southern California to professional use.  At 
the close of the internship, Gail stayed on as 
a Research Associate to complete work on 
the publication, Incentives for the Preserva-
tion and Rehabilitation of Historic Homes 
in the City of Los Angeles: A Guidebook for 
Homeowners.  Since then, she has provided 
research and logistical support to a variety 
of GCI projects, including the Getty Ab-
stracting and Indexing Application, China 
Principles, and the Earthen Architecture 
Initiatives.  She has been involved in plan-
ning the GSAP 2006 colloquium and pro-
vides research support for the GCI informa-
tion management project including closing 
out and archiving  the Retablos and Joya de 
Céren projects.  Prior to entering graduate 
school, Gail worked for a number of years 
as a college financial aid counselor and ad-
ministrator.   

OUTREACH
Graduate Intern Program 2004-05
Graduate Internships at the Getty support 
full-time positions for students who in-
tend to pursue careers in fields related to 
the visual arts. Programs and departments 
throughout the Getty provide training and 
work experience in areas such as curatorial, 
education, conservation, research, informa-
tion management, public programs, and 
grant making. During 2005, Field Projects 
hosted the following graduate interns:

Amel Chabbi
Amel holds a B.A. in 
Chemistry and Ar-
chaeology from the 
University of Vir-
ginia and an M.S. in 
Historic Preservation 
from the University 
of Pennsylvania.  
Amel's master thesis 

proposed a conservation treatment plan for 
the Pop Art terrazzo pavement of the New 
York State Pavilion.  She has participated 
in two archaeological excavations in Tuni-
sia and interned at the Musee National du 

Bardo in Tunis.  She works under the super-
vision of Rand Eppich for the preparation of 
the Handbook for Recording, Documenta-
tion and Information Management of Heri-
tage Places and under the direction of M. 
Demas and T. Roby for work on the Mosaics 
Initiative.

Sibylla Tringham
Sibylla Tringham  
completed her MA 
in Conservation 
of Wall Paintings 
from the Courtauld 
Institute of Art 
where her disser-
tation examined 
the deposition of 
acrylic conserva-

tion materials in lime plaster.  While com-
pleting her undergraduate studies in Art 
History at the University of Edinburgh, she 
began working on the conservation of archi-
tectural finishes at Çatalhöyük, Turkey.  She 
has subsequently worked on wall painting 
conservation projects in Malta, Cyprus and 
England, and at Bandelier National Monu-
ment (NM) and Mesa Verde National Park 
(CO).  Sibylla   worked on the mosaics proj-
ects under the direction of Martha Demas 
and Tom Roby. 

Kuang Han Li, 
2004-05 intern 
worked under the 
direction of Neville 
Agnew and Mar-
tha Demas with 
the team respon-
sible for the China 
Initiative 

Kuang Han graduated from the National Uni-
versity of Singapore with a Bachelor degree 
in Architectural Studies. She studied docu-
mentation and condition assessment  at the 
Rome Conservation Program in 2002 and 
obtained a M.SC. in Historic Preservation in 
2004 from University of Pennsylvania. From 
1999 to present she worked intermitently 
in New York, Shenzhen (China), Singapore, 
Ladakh (India) and Kathmandu (Nepal) in 
various capacities on areas such as master 
planning for large scale mixed use urban 
development projects, construction docu-
mentation, urban conservation programs, 
restoration of buildings, web site design and 
image database management.

Gail Osgtergren leading a 
modern architecture tour 
in Los Angeles
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Amel Chabbi, GCI intern 
presented a poster on the 
GCI documentation Hand-
book at the AIC Annual 
Medeting in Minneapolis

F. LeBlanc represented the 
GCI at a World Heritage of 
the Americas symposium 
in San Miguel de Allende 
to discuss the concepts of 
authenticity and inbtegrity

Director Zhao Ling and F. 
LeBlanc at Little Po-tala 
Palace in Chengde
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Graduate Intern Program 2005-06

Jong Hyun Lim
Jong Hyun Lim 
is an architect 
& preservation 
professional from 
Korea with grad-
uate and under-
graduate degrees 
in Architectural 

planning and design from Sung Kyun Kwan 
University.  In May, he completed his MS 
degree in Historic Preservation from the 
University of Pennsylvania. He got an out-
standing thesis award with the topic of ar-
chaeological site management planning on 
ancient temple site in Korea with a focus on 
international charters. He has carried out 
preservation projects including survey and 
analysis of traditional Korean folk housing 
with Korean government, documentation 
work at Mesa Verde, New Mexico, site 
recording for Merchant exchange in Phila-
delphia with NPS (National Parks Service) 
as summer intern for 2004 and masonry 
cleaning techniques update procedure for 
2005 as an US/ICOMOS intern in GSA 
(General Services Administration). He also 
worked on a publication project concern-
ing Korean architectural history with the 
Korea Foundation. While Lim is at the GCI 
he works under the direction of R. Eppich 
on the Handbook publication and other 
documentation work within the Field Proj-
ects Group. 

Kenza Kahrim
Kenza is a native 
of Edmonton, 
Canada, has ac-
tively pursued her 
interest in both 
the sciences and 
the arts from the 
onset of her uni-

versity education. She completed a B.Sc. 
Degree; chemistry Honors and art history 
Minor, at McGill University, Montreal, 
during which time she spent an academic 
year in Italy focusing on the application of 
chemistry to the conservation of cultural 
heritage. Kenza went on the further her 
art history studies at the Ecole Du Louvre, 
Paris. Subsequently, she completed a Mas-
ter’s Degree in the ‘Science and Conserva-
tion of Materials of Cultural Heritage’ at 
the University of Bologna. Throughout, she 

has had the possibility to conduct differ-
ing research projects such as polymer and 
nanochemisty research at McGill Univer-
sity, the conservation of wall paintings at 
the National Research Centre of Italy and, 
most recently, cross section analysis of pig-
ments using spectroscopy at the Metropol-
itan Museum of Art. She works under the 
direction of T. Roby and M. Demas on the 
Mosaics Initiative.

Trinidad Rico 
2005-06 intern 
Trinidad is a na-
tive of Patago-
nia, Argentina. 
She studied at 
the University of 
Cambridge, UK, 
where she earned 

a B.A. in Archaeology and Anthropology. 
Later on she earned a M.A. in Conserva-
tion at the Institute of Archaeology of Uni-
versity College London. During her time as 
a student, she joined every Cambridge or 
McDonald Institute field project she could 
get her hands on, finally joining the conser-
vation team of Catalhoyuk in Turkey. In the 
past year, she was an ICOMOS Secretariat 
intern in Paris, a field archaeologist in the 
Sultanate of Oman and then a US/ICOMOS 
summer intern in San Francisco. She joined 
the GCI Field Projects department for the 
Iraq Initiative this September and works 
under the direction of N. Agnew and M. 
Hardy. 

Makoto Yamamura 
Concentrating on 
the geography of 
East and South-
east Asia, 2005-06 
intern Makoto re-
ceived a BA in ge-
ography from the 
University of Geor-

gia in 1999. He also acquired the Certifi-
cate in Global Studies from the Center for 
the Study of Global Issues (GLOBIS) at the 
University of Georgia. Then, he received 
a MA in Urban & Regional Planning from 
the University of Hawaii in 2004, focus-
ing on historic preservation in the U.S. and 
Asia. Makoto’s graduation paper addressed 
the issue of documentation of traditional 
houses and shop houses in Luang Prabang, 
Laos. Additionally, he obtained the Gradu-
ate Certificate in Historic Preservation from 
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Jonathan Bell at the Dun-
huang Academy during the 
project review workshop in 
2005

Neville Agnew adressing 
the ICOMOS General As-
sembly and talking about 
the GCI’s work in China

Several Field Projects staff 
attended the ICOMOS 
General Assembly held 
in Xi’an, China.  SACH’s 
and GCI’s work at Mogao 
was presented in a special 
plenary session



the Department of American Studies at 
the University of Hawaii. In 2005, Makoto 
joined the Getty Conservation Institute 
as an intern to make a transition from an 
academic to a professional field in historic 
preservation. He is currently working under 
the direction of Martha Demas on a temple 
conservation project in Chengde, China. 

Sarah Thomas 
Since 1995, in-
tern Sarah Thom-
as has focused on 
studying the art 
and architecture 
of the ancient 
Mediter ranean 
basin and the 

Near East in her academic studies as an un-
dergraduate student at Boston University 
and as an M.A. student at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder. Simultaneously, 
she strove to apply her academic and prac-
tical knowledge by interning and working 
through various positions at the education 
department of the Denver Art Museum.  
Sarah’s interests mainly lie in extracting 
her knowledge of the ancient world and 
combining it with museum pedagogy to 
create innovative and detailed educational 
and interpretive programs. She speaks Ara-
bic and French, and hopes to incorporate 
her knowledge of languages throughout 
her professional career. Sarah is currently 
involved in the Valley of the Queens initia-
tive in Egypt and works under the direction 
of N. Agnew.

Visitors Hosted

• USC (University of Southern California) 
Summer Preservation course students 
visited the GCI, July 20, 2005

• The following Chinese colleagues were 
hosted for the month of August to 
work on the development of multiple 
components of the China Principles 
and Mogao Cave 85 projects: Mr. 
MENG Qi, Engineer, Hebei Provincial 
Cultural Heritage Bureau; Mr. ZHANG 
Binchong, Head, Museum Division, 
Chengde Cultural Heritage Bureau; 
Mr. ZHAO Linyi, Chemist, Conserva-
tion Institute, Dunhuang Academy; 
Ms. CHEN Qing, Head, Science and 
Technology Division, Chinese National 
Institute of Cultural Property, Beijing; 

and Mr. LING Ming, Project Manager, 
Division for Protection of Monuments 
and Sites, Department for Protection 
of Monuments and Sites, State Admin-
istration of Cultural Heritage, Beijing.

• Jeanne Inch, Director of the Canadian 
Conservation Institute.

• Claudia Monzon, Director of National 
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnol-
ogy - Guatemala City, Sept.05. 

• Jean Ponce, French specialist in com-
puter vision, Aug. 05.

• John Lund, Sr. Vice-President, Strategic 
Asset Management, Disneyland, Aug. 
05.

• B. Ben Mami and A. Ben Abed from In-
stitut National du Patrimoine of Tuni-
sia, Jul. 05.

• H. Stovel, Prof. Carleton University, Ot-
tawa, Canada, Jul. 05

• Nelly Robles, Director of Monte Alban 
Archaeological Zone in Mexico, Jun. 
05.

• P. Romey, Director, Conservation and 
Infrastructure, Port Arthur Historic 
Site Management Authority, Tasmania, 
Australia, May 05

• Xudong Wang, Assistant Director, Dun-
huang Academy (Jan. to May 05)

Conferences, Papers, 
Lectures and Workshops

C. Cancino:
• Gave a course in Oct. 2005 for the 

GCI/UCLA course on conservation of 
ethnographic materials on the use of 
GPS (Global Positioning System) and 
3D Scanning.

• Gave courses and participated to the 
ARIS-05 course at ICCROM, April 
2005.

J. Carballo: 
• Attended the Society for American Ar-

chaeology 70th Annual meeting that 
was held in Salt Lake City, Utah March 
30 – April 3, 2005 and presented a 
poster about the Joya de Céren Man-
agement Plan, as a tool for coordinat-
ing the various activities undertaken at 
an archaeological site.

A. Chabbi:
• Presented a poster on GCI’s work for 

the Recording, Documentation and 
Information Management Handbook 
at American Institute for the Conser-

Beji Ben Mami, Director 
of the Institut National du 
Patrimoine of Tunisia was 
hosted at the GCI

Peter Romey from Port Ar-
thur in Tasmania was host-
ed at the GCI

Nelly Robles, Director of 
Monte Alban Archaeo-log-
ical Zone in Mexico, was 
hosted at GCI, June 2005
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Aicha Ben Abed, also from 
the Institut National du 
Patrimoine of Tunisia was 
hosted at the GCI
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vation of Historic and Artistic Works 
Conference, Minneapolis, MN, USA, 
June 2005.

M. Demas:
• Evaluation of the Orpheus Mosaic Proj-

ect, Paphos, Cyprus; ICCM 9TH Con-
ference, Hammamet, Tunisia, 2005.

• Teaching: Lecture at Columbia Univer-
sity on Reburial of Archaeological Sites 
and China Principles (with N. Agnew), 
April 2005

•    Teaching: Lecture at UCLA for Conser-
vation Masters Program on Site Man-
agement (with N. Agnew), Nov. 2005

R. Eppich:
• Documenting Our Past for the Future 

(in collaboration with F. LeBlanc); Getty 
Conservation Institute Newsletter, Vol. 
20, No. 3, 2005.

• Presented a paper at the 3D Ascona, 
Switzerland conference 

• Gave a course in Oct. 2005 for the 
GCI/UCLA course on conservation of 
ethnographic materials on the use of 
GPS (Global Positioning System) and 
3D Scanning.

• Gave courses and participated to the 
ARIS-05 course at ICCROM, April 
2005. 

M. Hardy & C. Cancino:
• M. Hardy and C. Cancino presented a 

paper regarding the recent GCI’s activi-
ties in the field of Earthen Architecture 
during the Sismo Adobe Conference 
held in Lima, Peru.

F. LeBlanc:
• Documenting Our Past for the Future 

(in collaboration with R. Eppich); Getty 
Conservation Institute Newsletter, Vol. 
20, No. 3, 2005.

• Values in site management - case his-
tories from four countries; Values-based 
decision-making for conservation Sym-
posium Proceedings - Carleton Univer-
sity, Ottawa, Canada, Nov. 2005

• Principles & Guidelines for Recording, 
documentation and Information Man-
agement of the Built Cultural Heritage; 
CIPA Heritage Documentation, XXth In-
ternational Symposium of CIPA, Torino, 
Italy, Sept. 2005.

• Values, Authenticity and Integrity for 
Good Management; World Heritage Di-
rectorate of Instituto Nacional de Antro-

pología e Historia, Mexico, San Miguel 
de Allende, Guanajuato, Mexico, Au-
gust, 2005.

• What is Heritage? And Values for Good 
Management; Roger Williams Universi-
ty, School of Architecture, Art & Historic 
Preservation, International Fellows Pro-
gram, July 2005. 

• The Recording, Documentation and 
Information Management Initiative; 
American Institute for the Conservation 
of Historic and Artistic Works, Minne-
apolis, MN, USA, June, 2005.

D. Myers: 
• Presented the work of the Getty   

Conservation Institute's (GCI) and   
the  World Monuments Fund's   
(WMF) Iraq Cultural Heritage Conser-
vation Initiative in partnership with the 
Iraq State Board of Antiquities and Her-
itage (SBAH) at the University of Chica-
go at the July 23 workshop "The Threat 
to Iraq's Cultural Heritage - Current 
Status and Future Prospects" during 
the annual Rencontre Assyriologique 
Internationale, which was attended by 
more than 300 Mesopotamian special-
ists.

• Presented the work of the GCI Values 
Case Studies project to a cultural site 
management class at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City.

T. Roby:
• Training of technicians for the main-

tenance of in situ mosaics: An assess-
ment of the Tunisian Initiative after 
three years. ICCM 9TH Conference, 
Hammamet, Tunisia, 2005.

L. Wong:
• From Silk Road to Digital Domain: 

Managing Information for a Wall Paint-
ings Conservation Project; Getty Con-
servation Institute Newsletter, Vol. 20, 
No. 3, 2005.

• Gave course on UV and IR photogra-
phy to the LANDA/Courtauld Institute 
of Art Cave 260 Training project at the 
Mogao Grottoes, Dunhuang China in 
October 2005.

• Presented a paper on multispectral im-
aging and use of the infrared thermal 
camera in Cave 85, Mogao to the Dun-
huang Academy in June 2005.

Wang Xudong of Dun-
huang Academy in China 
was hosted for six months 
at the GCI

Jeanne Inch, Director of 
the Canadian Conservation 
Institute was hosted at the 
GCI

Jennifer Carballo attended 
the Society for American 
Archaeology 70th Annual 
meeting in Salt Lake City, 
Utah and presented a post-
er about the Joya de Céren 
Management Plan

Herb Stovel, prof. at Car-
leton Univ. in Ottawa was 
hosted at GCI, July 2005
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Administrative and logistical support is indispensable to the success of our activities 
Field campaigns, international conferences and expert meetings require a great deal of preparation and administrative
support. Whether it is to make travel arrangements for participants, obtain visas, ship and track campaign or conference 
materials, meet and coordinate site activities with local authorities, prepare documents and correspondence in a foreign 
language or simply deal with the day to day administrative office tasks, our campaigns and professional activities would 
not be possible without the support of our competent and dedicated support staff.

Rio Hibler-Kerr
Rio supports the Digital Lab and its 
related activities, including project 
coordination for Documentation 
Strategy’s Handbook Publication 
and organization of ARIS05 materi-
als in preparation of ARIS 07 activi-
ties.  She also handles Digital Lab-
related trainings, conference and in-
tern travel, software and hardware 

procurement, photographic equipment procurement and 
inventory, and provided additional services as backup for 
the Sr. Project Coordinators on other Field Projects activi-
ties and projects.

Kathleen Louw 
Kathleen supports the Mosaics 
ICCM conference in Tunisia, the 
Mosaics technicians training cam-
paigns also in Tunisia, the Tomb 
of Nefertari evaluation missions to 
Egypt, the Iraq Training Initiative 
(course in Amman), and the South-
ern African Rock Art project. During 
2005, Kathleen was responsible for 

all coordination and logistic support for the Silk Road con-
ference in Dunhuang, China. She also organized the 9th 
ICCM Conference in Hammamet Tunisia and its post-con-
ference tour in Libya.

Rick Miller
Rick provides technical support 
in the Digital Lab. He assists with 
image scanning, manipulation, ar-
chiving, cataloguing retrieval and 
printing. Rick also helps with Pow-
erPoint presentations, maintenance 
and repair of technical equipment 
and software training.

Chris Seki 
Chris supports the Earthen Archi-
tecture Initiative, as well as the 
China Mogao and China Principles 
projects. Chris provides support for 
the organization of the campaign to 
China and the Getty Seismic Adobe 
Project (GSAP) meeting of experts 
to be held at the GCI in April of 
2006.

Nick Swarts 
Nick supports the Documentation 
Initiative and the Grouts project. 
Nick particularly contributed by 
developing department-wide tools 
such as databases for contacts and 
organizations and institutions on in-
tranet sites, and provides procure-
ment and departmental support 
services. 

Micaela Shea 
Micaela joined the GCI Field Proj-
ects team in 2005. Micaela super-
vises the support staff and is the as-
sistant to the Head of Field Projects. 
She provides department-wide ser-
vices and supports the Egypt - Val-
ley of the Queens project

Virginia Horton 
Virginia organized the OWHC 8th 
Scientific Colloquium in Cusco, 
Peru. Additionally, she supports the 
Maya Initiative projects in Copan, 
Honduras, and at Joya de Céren in El 
Salvador, and the Retablos Proceed-
ings project in Seville, Spain.

Beverly Weisblatt
Beverly works as a Senior Staff As-
sistant, providing administrative 
support to Neville Agnew.  She cur-
rently coordinates the Southern Af-
rican Rock Art project, and will be 
assisting organization of the forth-
coming OWHC Conference in Ka-
zan, Russia in 2007.

Gail Ostergren
Gail has provided research and lo-
gistical support to a variety of GCI 
projects, including the Getty Ab-
stracting and Indexing Application, 
China Principles, and the Earthen 
Architecture Initiatives.  She now 
provides research support for the 
GCI information management proj-

ect and works on closeout and archiving of the Retablos 
and Joya de Céren projects.   ۞


